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Governor lets' 
Navy transfer 
taiJJ.ted land, 
'clean up 'later 

• IIILUNGTON ~ : I 
ecutive director of the MU-

Gov, Don Sundquist 'i\aesda7 lington Industrial Develop­
approved the Navy's' request Olellt Board. referring to. COOl­
for an ~ru~er of 1,900 panies the city is courtUii for 
aerea to gtOD belore the the planned industrial park.. 
mili~ baa cl8aned contaml- City officials want tbe trans-
aared portions of the acreate. Ilction completed by mid-Da-

The state', approval- ODO 01 comber: WIth tbe approval, that 
tbe Mal 8~ea ill an ongoins tlme frame looQ reasonable, 
land traaater process between officials said. 
the Dam base and the city - "We·ra right OD target." 
meaDS MUlin.,tOD is a step Mayor George Harvell said. 
closer to briDging a big Indus. . "'I1Io Navy and the state hav" 
trial paI'k to the DelgbbOrhood. been worldDg to~ther a long 

CERCLA. a. rederill environ- time on ebe verblSge. Bat it's 
mental statute,' ~uires that 1004 to see it' aU coming to-
l'Olluted laud be clean belore it gather now," . 
18 transferred b, a' federal Tho governor's approval still 
body, IUcb as the Navy, But a boIcIa tile NaVf responsible for 
.sute ma, interYeJ1e and offer treating the petroleulD alld 
aPllrovai for an early' transfer lead. contamination, which ala 
belore cleanup it the endty feet, rougbly a third of the 
that ia selling the land shows 1,900 acree. But it allows the 
atate officials a detailecl plan of CIty to assume control of the, 
bow and wheQ the land Will be laDd and begift putting it to Wle. 
clean. anum. others things. befOl'e the cleaoup is complete.: 

o.we're satia8ed that they will "'The Navy guaraDtees that it: 
take"a~Qllte steps. to .. cora- . WW do anything necessary" tOi 
plete'tJut'CleBDU'p and'tdvai''fD clean up tb~ laDd.- $ld~ DOnald! 
the but mteresu ot the state to Litton, asaiataDt public "org, 
aUow the early transfer." said otlJcer at tlu:l base. . . i 
JUBtiD WUsoD 'l\Iunesace dep- The approval is die final lap 
uty governor lot' polley. in the land transfer deal Wt! 
. The city plans to turn roughly has been draggillg for about .ix' 
1,3S0 acres into an office and years. . 
industrial complex 011 the Gorth The city hit its most reeent 
Bide of the Qaval bue. Navy glitch thls summer when it 
Road .pUt. rbe base, with tho found our that poc:1cea of the, 
navy's personnel bureau on the property were contaminated 
southern balf and tile transfer with lead. , . ! 
propertY 011 tbe Dorth side. Most or the contammatiOA I 
whiCh is framed by the Mil· bas OCCUlTed ar a subsurface I 
llngtOD Municipal Airport's level of 80 leet and ~'t at­
runway and Illinois Central feet tho clriDkinS water Ul the 
Gulf RaUroad. . community, IJtton ,aid. . 

The remaining 5SO acres are .. 
ser aside for dle airport, ColI reporter Ruma Bl211er.1i at " 

"We ba\'e two warm pros- S2g..1786 or flddrsu E-mail to 
peets." said Frank Rybura, ax- . banerji@lOmempbis.com 
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